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I Didn’t Gay Park My Car


"What's in a name? That which we call a rose by any other name would smell as sweet."  These words were written by William Shakespeare in Romeo and Juliet in the late 1500’s and can be used towards the fight for equal marriage rights in our times.  Gay rights including marriage has been compared to the Civil Rights fight of the 1960’s.  The controversy over Gay marriage: should it be legal, illegal, or simply a changing of the name be enough?

Michael Klarman a professor at Harvard Law School believes gay marriage rights should and will be extended to same-sex couples.  He says the culture and attitude towards the gay community is changing with every age group.  As more people come out as gay or lesbian the attitude and way a person looks at the community changes.  People find it hard to be mean or to take rights away from someone that they know.  
Andrew Sullivan a writer for Newsweek magazine and gay rights advocate states that the worse thing to ever happen to marriage was Civil Divorce.  By not allowing two people who love each other to get married because they are of the same sex violates rights that every human has.  He points out the reason why this matters is because of the legal rights this term gives a couple.  Statistics show that when gay marriage is legal it strengthens marriages altogether, divorce rates decline, and marriages last longer.  This is all contrary to what the people against gay marriage say.

Tom Roberts a Bishop in the Catholic Faith disagrees and believes that marriage should be strictly between one man and one woman.  Religions show that marriage is meant between one man and one woman because they can procreate and bring forth new life Roberts says.  Even when an infertile couple gets married the essence  is both love and life giving and they can still adopt and leave their hearts open to the needs of others.  There are also those who are religious and believe that there is a middle ground.

Jim Wallis is a theologian and also editor in chief of Sojourners, he says that Civil Unions could be the answer to all the contention.  Jim agrees that for Civil Unions to work they must also grant the same protection and same rights that a marriage does, but does not have to add religion into the mix.  He believes that gay rights should be the bottom line of the debate, and that they are a fundamental right.  Where do I stand in all this contention and debate?

This paper has opened my eyes and let me research into why people oppose same-sex marriage and what harm they believe will come from it.  Some people say letting same-sex marriage pass will open the doors to polygamy; I will have to disagree to that comment as Polygamy is a plural marriage where as same-sex is just between two people.  

My thoughts on this issue hit close to home due to the fact I am gay and most of my friends are as well.  Although I am fine with Civil Unions as long as the rights are the same as marriage, I have friends or others that do not agree with changing the name.  We all bleed red and deserve the same rights as everyone else no matter the color of the skin, the gender of the person we love, or the disability.  

Although times have changed and so have people’s perceptions on issues, this is one debate that I see not taking long to get into the history books.  Whether same-sex marriage becomes legal, stays illegal, or comes to a civil union, that’s for the future to unravel.  I agree with the sayings that my friends have said “It’s very dear to me, the issue of gay marriage.  Or as I like to call it: ‘marriage.’  You know, because I had lunch this afternoon, not gay lunch.  I parked my car; I didn’t gay park it."
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