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Effect of an Online Video-Based Intervention to Increase HIV Testing in Men Who Have Sex with Men in Peru
	With no monetary reimbursement but free testing for HIV and STI’s, the researchers wanted to test the efficiency of online video to text awareness of HIV testing.  Realizing that human sexuality is fluid and personal they separated the groups in two; the first Men who have Sex with Men (MSM) but self-identify as straight, transgender, or bisexual.  Second those MSM that self-identify as gay.  The researchers then targeted popular gay websites in Lima, Peru and had the subjects who were interested, fill out a questionnaire and meet certain criteria.  If they met the qualifications, the computer randomly divided them into the two groups and then divided those groups into two other groups: ones that would watch a video, the other that would read text information on HIV testing.  After watching the video or reading the text individuals then could set up appointments for HIV testing.
The research concluded that the Non-gay MSM group who participated in the video testing were more interested in the HIV and STI testing(free condoms, lube, medical care, and counseling), while the Gay MSM group who participated in the video testing were only interested in the HIV testing.  The research concluded that the online video intervention was successful in getting the Non-gay identified MSM group motivated and informed.  The researchers tracked both groups and concluded that the Non-gay MSM group that watched the video had a higher success rate of setting up an appointment and showing up for testing.  
Using the scientific method the researchers constructed a hypothesis, tested their hypothesis, and drew a conclusion from the results of their testing.  The methods they used were videos with subtitles, due to Peru being a developing country and not everyone having access to personal internet, (Non-gay, Gay, and Transgender) or text.  After reading the text or watching the video the researchers then determined the intention of the subjects to get tested and compared that to the actual turnout at the clinic.  
[bookmark: _GoBack]The research was presented included graphs and charts to support their evidence.  What made it more appealing is they even pointed out some of their own flaws in their own study, they suggested that the anonymity and it being over the internet was the biggest flaw, because there was less follow through to the actual testing; also the fact that it could have been a female answering as a male, which would skew the data.  There was no research or clarification needed on this topic as it is widely talked about within the Gay community and Gender studies background helped with the concept that the Latin culture has different viewpoints on what is considered Gay.  
I would have approached the concept or idea of having reminder texts or emails sent out about their appointment with testing.  This would have taken some of the anonymity away but it also would have been better to remind them of their upcoming appointment and also a 6 month reminder follow up.  I would have also included with the videos that there are other options if they do not want to come in, there is over the counter HIV testing now available, I don’t know whether it was available at the time of the video but it helps out now.
The article changed nothing about my opinion or viewpoints, but made it evident that in the future this will be the best way to get the information out.  They stated that this was for developing countries, although I think we could even use it here in the United States for the distant areas to tear down the barriers on HIV.  Previous research might be needed before reading this article to understand the Latin culture, specifically how MSM can still be self-identified “straight”.
This new type of facilitating discussion and getting information out there about HIV can be very helpful in areas where HIV and MSM have a stigma.  It will get the information out there that can save lives and help people get treatment where it is available.  The only information that will need to change is whether that country provides free aid and testing like Lima did for their residents.  The only issue with this will be the technology and if the country has the required internet access or technological advances for this to work.  
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